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Abstract (Basic) : EP 887998 A 

The method involves performing error diffusion to determine whether 
a dot of a first colour ink or a dot of a second colour ink is to be 
printed. The method correlates printing of dots of the first colour 
with dots of the second colour to reduce a likelihood that printed dots 
of the first colour will be directly next printed dots of the second 
colour. The steps of performing error diffusion and correlating 
printing of dots are also performed for at least a third colour ink, 
the method also has the step of prioritising the first colour ink, the 
second colour ink, and the third colour ink when determining a colour 
ink dot to print. A dot of the first colour ink, the second colour ink, 
or the third colour ink are printed based on the steps of performing 
error diffusion, correlating printing of dots, and prioritising. The 
steps of performing error diffusion and correlating printing involves 
determining a tone to be reproduced using at least two colours, 
including the first colour and the second colour. 

A threshold value is set and an intensity of the first colour 
component in the tone to be reproduced is identified. An intensity of 
the second colour in the tone to be reproduced is identified. A first 
error value signifying an error in intensity between printed dots of 
the first colour and a desired intensity of the first colour is 
accumulated. A second error value signifying an error in intensity 
between printed dots of the second colour and a desired intensity of £^ 
the second colour is accumulated. The desired intensity of the first 
colour, the first error value, the desired intensity of the second 
colour, and the second error value are summed to generate a sum value. 
A determination is made whether the sum value is greater than the 
threshold value and, if so, determining that either a dot of the first 
colour or a dot of the second colour should be printed. A determination jjr*""" 
is made whether the desired intensity of the first colour plus the 
first error value is greater than the desired intensity of the second (jQEJ 
colour plus the second error value and, if so, printing the dot of the f --" 

first colour or, if not, printing the dot of the second colour. The 
first colour is cyan and the second colour is magenta. 

ADVANTAGE - Can be used to augment error diffusion methods C™^ 
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